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With the continued spread of Coronavirus Disease 2019 (“COVID-19”), the Centers for Disease Control and             
Prevention (“CDC”) is urging schools to plan and prepare for the possibility that the virus may eventually spread to 
their communities and buildings. The CDC has developed Interim Guidance for School Administrators, which includes 
steps that districts are advised to take and links to several resources. Though there have been no reported cases   
locally, districts are encouraged to take steps now to prevent the transmission of all illnesses and to be prepared in 
the event COVID-19 spreads to this area.  

How to Prepare 
Districts routinely prepare for illness-related issues, such as outbreaks of influenza, which provides a good foundation 
for preparing for and responding to the spread of COVID-19. The CDC advises that childcare providers and school  
administrators update and implement their emergency operations plans in coordination with the local health         
department and other agencies as appropriate. With respect to these plans, generally districts should:   

 Include measures designed to prevent the spread of infectious diseases, such as COVID-19 and influenza; 
 Highlight practical measures, such as handwashing, cleaning surfaces, covering mouths when coughing 

and sneezing, and staying home when ill;  
 Educate staff and students on effective handwashing and hand sanitizer use; 
 Plan for greater-than-usual absenteeism.  

 Prepare staff to cover additional positions as necessary.  
 Review and update policies, as feasible and appropriate, to encourage and allow for sick staff and 

students to remain home and to allow staff to remain home to care for sick family members; 
 Review policies regarding sending sick staff and students home; 
 Provide cleaning supplies, and regularly clean surfaces; 
 Communicate with the school community regarding the district’s proactive measures and information 

parents may need;  
 Consult local, state, and federal agency materials as appropriate. See below for additional resources.  
 

Travel 
Travel is another area affected by the spread of COVID-19. In determining whether to cancel or postpone planned 
school travel, the CDC provides Travel Notices with risk assessments. Districts may also consult with state and local 
health agencies as appropriate. Those returning from travel to affected areas may receive guidance from health    
officials, which they should follow. 

Additional Resources 
CDC page on COVID-19 with links to information and resources 
CDC’s Print Resources, including handouts and posters with factual information 
CDC’s FAQs for Travelers  
Ohio Department of Health’s information page on COVID-19 
World Health Organization’s Information Page and Rolling Updates on COVID-19  
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https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/specific-groups/guidance-for-schools.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/travelers/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/communication/factsheets.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/travelers/faqs.html
https://odh.ohio.gov/wps/portal/gov/odh/know-our-programs/Novel-Coronavirus/2019-nCoV
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019/events-as-they-happen
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